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Ultimate Website Building Checklist:
25 Simple Steps to Create a Stunning Site

Do you want to build your very own website? Are you unsure where to start, or do you just
want some expert tips and tricks to help along the way? Wefve got you covered.

We put together this website building checklist to make building your website as easy and
successful as possible. This guide is for anyone building their website, whether youfre a

first-timer, or simply want to check you havenit missed anything before you hit publish.

You donit need coding skills or tech experience to build a website, so donit worry g youill be
able to achieve everything you find in this checklist!

But who exactly are we? And why should you trust us?
Well, Website Builder Expert was founded over 10 years ago, and since then weive made it our
mission to help as many people as possible to build their online presence. In fact, over 3.5

million people visit our site every year, so we must be doing something right!

We want you to build the website of your dreams, have fun doing it, and make a success of it
the first time around.

Wetve made all the rookie mistakes, tested tons of website builders, and helped thousands of
people who visit our site every month. All in all, weifre in a great position to help you build your
very own website.

But thatfs enough about us ¢ this checklist is all about you, and how we can help you get online.

Letfs get started straight away.



Website Building Checklist

Before You Build:

[ ] Find your purpose [ ] Testitout

[] Decide how to build | | Choose a price plan
[] Pick your platform | Pick a website address

Build Your Site: P. 16-35

[ ] Choose a template [ | Don't forget images

[] Choose your color scheme [] Setup a professional email address

[] Designalogo ["] Want to sell online? Add a store to your site
[7] Edit your page layout [] Make it mobile friendly

["] Add pages [ ] Link to social media

[] Write your content [ ] Preview your website

[] sayhello to SEO [ ] Publish your website

[] Set up Google Analytics [] Add Hotjar to check your site’s UX

[] Runasite speed check [] Keep going!

[] Analyze GOOge ANalytCs results
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01. Find Your Purpose

First of all, why are you building a website? Is it to create a portfolio? Are you taking up
blogging? Maybe you want to promote your business?

Knowing the purpose of your website from the start will help your website in the long run.
Itilll make it much easier to decide on which design you want, which features you need, what
pages and content you should create, and even just choosing a name for your site!

Think about what you want to build. Below are the most common types of website, with
examples for each g take a look, and see if your idea fits into any of these categories:

Portfolio g photography, art, graphic design, work collections

Blog g writing, podcasts, guest posts, travel logs, lifestyle

Online selling (ecommerce) g handmade products, services, appointments, digital
downloads

Resume § examples of work, downloadable CV, personal bio, introduction video
Business ¢ information, meet the team, list of services, testimonials, pricing
Personal g personal brands, private sites, personal projects

Events g weddings, concerts, parties, christenings, festivals, opening nights
Charity g donations, fundraising, awareness, support groups, community boards

All websites are unique, so donit worry if your idea is super niche. You also shouldnit worry if
you donit have everything sorted out yet ¢ for now, an idea is enough. WEeill get to the rest
later!



Before you move on, make sure you have:

| Decided why you want to make a website
| Formed an idea for the type of website you want to build

|| Had a think about which category your site might fit into

02. Decide How to Build

There are three main ways you can build a website. You can hire a web designer, use an open
source platform (such as WordPress), or choose a website builder (such as Wix).

Option 1: Hire a Web Designer

Web designers are professionals who build all kinds of websites for their clients. Although it
sounds easy enough to get someone else to build your site, youtll still need to pull your weight.
Youill need to create a brief, work out a contract and a deadline, and review the site at various
stages.

Hiring a web designer is perfect if you need a very advanced website with lots of unique
features.

However, the main drawback is price § youtre usually looking at an average cost of $5,000
minimum for a very basic site. And as with any service, you should be wary of any prices that
are too cheap.

Itis also worth knowing that if you ask for a site with advanced features, you wonft be able to
run it yourself. When content needs changing, or if anything goes wrong, youill need to ask the

web designer to manage this for you. Of course, this also means an ongoing price, so think
carefully about your budget before going down this route.

Option 2: Take on WordPress

Using open-source software like WordPress means starting your site totally from scratch.



) WORDPRESS.ORG

Showcase Themes Plugins Mobile Support Getinvolved About Blog Hosting Get WordPress

Meet WordPress

WordPress is open source software you can use to create a
beautiful website, blog, or app.

You need to find a good hosting provider, who you pay to ThostT your website on the internet,
then install WordPress and any plugins you may need.

A lot of people love WordPress, and it’s great for building complex sites. However,
WordPress can also prove time-consuming and difficult for beginners. Itis pretty technical, and
requires regular upkeep; youtre in charge of everything from managing security to running
updates, and to really get the most out of WordPress, youfll need to know how to code.

Option 3: Choose a Website Builder

Website builders are an altogether easier and quicker way to build your website. Theyfre
designed to help you at every stage, giving you pre-filled templates to edit and make totally
your own. You donit need tech skills, either § just an internet connection!

Anyone can use a website builder to create a professional looking site. In fact, if you can use
PowerPoint, then you can use a website builder. You donit need to know how to code, itis all
hosted for you, security comes built-in, and therefs in-house support in case you get stuck.

Donit be fooled into thinking you can only build basic, boring sites with website builders. Even
celebrities g from Keanu Reeves to Idris Elba ¢ have turned to website builders for their

projects, showing just how slick and successful these sites can be.

Check out a few of our favorite website builder examples below:



ABouT | SHOP  [FAQ | CONTACK | CART (o)

This website, Backwoods Beer Soap, was built using the website builder Weebly. Itfs a very

simple design, but captures the brand and shows off the builderts online selling tools.

ZHR SET SHOP  DSYF  GALLERY PRESS  ABOUT

Idris Elba chose Squarespace to build his website 2HR SET, and you can see why. Large, high
quality images, background videos, and stylish store sections feature strongly on this cool,
modern website.


https://www.backwoodsbeersoap.com/
https://www.2hrset.com/
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A LUXURIOUS EXPERIENCE

OURSTORY  TEABLENDS SHOP  REGISTRATION

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FOR ORDERS ABOVE $20

SYMPHONY IN EVERY SIP

24 Exclusive Tea Blends Organic Loose Leaf Teas

EXCLUSIVELY HANDCRAFTED TEAS

Indulge in the ultimate tea experience with our organic
blends exclusively handcrafted with love in Singapore!

The Tea Story is an online store built on Wix. This website uses pretty colors, clever design, and
lots of visuals to make its products stand out.

In this checklist, we’ll show you how to build a website using a website builder. We have
plenty of guides on how to work with a web designer or how to create a \WordPress website,
but here, wefire focusing on the easiest option out of the three.

The reason we encourage first-time builders to use a website builder is that theyire easier to
get to grips with, quicker to get going, and cheaper. We want you to enjoy building your site,
and builders give you the freedom to create a website without financial risk, technical
headaches, or long-term contracts.

Sound good? Letis go!

Before you move on, make sure you have:

| Decided if you'll use a web designer, website builder or WordPress

03. Pick Your Platform

Once youtve chosen to use a website builder, youive got another decision to make: which one
should you pick?


https://www.theteastory.co/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/designing-websites/web-designer-tips/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/wordpress/how-to-create-a-wordpress-website/

This is something a lot of first-timers struggle with, simply because there are so many website
builders out there. Itis hard to pick out the good ones from the downright sketchy ones.

Here are just a few things you should always look for in a website builder:

Free trials § never hand over your payment details without first trying out the builder!
Free plans ¢ in the absence of a free trial, look to see if therefs a free plan you can use
instead.

Mobile responsive design g with almost half of worldwide traffic coming from mobile
devices, itfs vital that your website is mobile friendly g make sure the builder can cater
for this. Look out for the term imobile-optimized:.

SSL security g not as scary as it sounds, SSL (Secure Sockets Layer) security is the
reason for the TSTin HTTPS, and is a must-have for any website. It keeps users} data
safe ¢ without one, your visitors may be warned they are entering an flunsecure sitet. A
good builder will have SSL built-in.

Help and support § check out what support options the builder has. Live chat? A help
center? Phone? Email? Community forum? Find something that suits you.

Features you really need ¢ think about why you want a website, and check the builder
has the right features for your needs, whether thatfs blogging tools, gallery slideshows,

or email marketing.

With these things in mind, you should be able to find a reliable and good quality website
builder. Our top tip here is to always try before you buy § otherwise, how will you know itfs
the right builder for you?

To save you time and effort wefive done extensive research into the main website builders on
the market. We tested over 50 in all, leaving us with only the best of the best. If you want an
insider tip, the leading builders are:

oA~ wNE

Wix g best overall

Squarespace g best for creatives

Weebly ¢ best for small businesses and portfolios
SITE123 g best for help and support

Strikingly g best value for money

GoDaddy ¢ best for building fast

Every single one of these builders offers either a free plan or a free trial. Each builder has
been put through our rigorous testing, and wefve identified their top strengths to show who
each builder is best for.

Click the links in the list above if you want to read an in-depth review of each builder.


https://www.statista.com/statistics/306528/share-of-mobile-internet-traffic-in-global-regions/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/wix/wix-review/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/squarespace/squarespace-review/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/weebly/weebly-review/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/site123-review/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/strikingly-review/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/godaddy-review/

Before you move on, make sure you have:

| | Looked at a few website builders

|| Read Reviews of website builders you like

|| Made a list of builders you think will suit your needs

|| Check the builders against our criteria

04. Test It Out

As we mentioned in the last point, itfs vital to try out your website builder before you commit
to a paid plan. The last thing you want is to get halfway through building your website, only to
find your website builder has a major flaw.

So, start out by playing around on either a free trial or a free plan.

But how am I supposed to know if itfs a good builder or not?

Thatts a great question, especially if youive never used a website builder before. Luckily, wefve
tested tons of free plans and can tell you exactly what you should be looking out for. Start out
by choosing a template and have a go at building a practice site.

As you go, think about the following questions:

Is it easy to use? This is perhaps the most important factor you need to test. Therefs no
point in choosing a builder you donit enjoy using ¢ youtll grow frustrated and your site
will suffer in the long run.

Can you add new pages? See how easy it is to add new pages, such as an TAbout UsT
page, as this is a function youill need a lot when building your site.

Can you upload new images and edit them? Images are important for making your site
unique, so practice uploading your own pictures to your site.

Can you add social media to your site? Once your site is live, youill want to promote it,
so make sure itfs possible to embed social sharing buttons on your pages.

Does the builder autosave or do you need to manually save your site? Make sure your
work is safe g donit assume the builder will autosave for you!



0 Isiteasy to change the color scheme, fonts, and layout? A massive part of building a
site is adding your own design, so basic customization like this needs to be quick and
simple.

0 Canyou add a contact form? It sounds easy enough, but some builders make you go
looking for this feature, so itfs worth testing out.

0 Isthere an option to preview your changes? This is where you get to view your site as
though itis live, and is essential for checking everything looks how it should.

0 Canyou switch your theme/template? Not all builders let you switch your theme,

without starting again from scratch, so itfs best to find this out as early as possible.

It’s also a good idea to try out more than one website builder § that way, you can get a better
idea for what feels right for you. Maybe the first builder you try will be the perfect choice, but it
doesnit hurt to have something to compare it to.

Where can | find these free plans and trials?

All the website builders we recommend come with either a free plan or a free trial. Simply head
to their website by following the links below, then look for any TTry For FreeT or TGet Startedt
buttons. Youill usually need to provide an email address, but you shouldnit have to hand over
any payment details.

The following builders provide free plans:

Wix
Weebly
SITE123
Strikingly

O« O¢ O¢ O«

While these three builders provide you with a free trial:

O Squarespace (14 days)
0 GoDaddy (one month)

Before you move on, make sure you have:

| Made the most of at least one free plan or free trial

|| Had a go at building a practice site

|| Decided if it's a good quality builder by asking the suggested questions
| Compared a few different builders
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05. Choose a Price Plan

If youiive signed up to a free trial, youtll lose access to your site once that trial is over unless you
upgrade to a paid plan.

If youire using a free plan, therefs less pressure to sign up to a paid plan so soon. You can build,
publish, and edit your site without paying a dime. However, we do recommend upgrading to a
paid plan if youire serious about your sitefs success.

Letis quickly explain why, before giving you some advice on picking the best plan for you!

Free plans are generally extremely limited. Youill have adverts displayed on your website,
very low storage space (limiting how much media you can have on your site), and limited
bandwidth (meaning not many people can visit your site at one time). Also, your website
address will have the website builderts name in it, like this:
www.myname.wixsite/mylovelywebsite.com.

Allin all, a free plan is great for getting started § but doesnit give you a professional-looking
website, or much room to grow.

Picking Your Perfect Price Plan

When youire choosing a price plan, itfs a good idea to look at what features come with each
one. This will help you decide which one is best for you, plus show you if youtll be getting good
value for money.

The more features and the lower the price, the more value youire getting for your money. Wix
and Strikingly both provide the best value for money overall, but it really depends on the tools
you need.

Donit pick the biggest and best plan if you donfit need half the features it offers. Likewise, donit
just choose the cheapest plan if your site will outgrow it in a matter of months.

When looking at prices, itis worth thinking about these three things:

e Your budget. How much can you afford to spend per month on your website? Donit
overstretch yourself g remember, building your site should be enjoyable, not stressful.

e What your site needs now. Which features does your site need to get off the ground?
Make sure youtre giving your site the essentials it needs to succeed.

e Yoursite's growth. Are you expecting fast growth for your site? If youtve published on
afree plan, did your site perform well? If so, choose a plan that has some room for your
site to get bigger and better.
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http://www.mylovelywebsite.wix.com/
http://www.mylovelywebsite.wix.com/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/go/wix-homeleadmagnet
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/go/strikingly-homeleadmagnet

You can always upgrade your plan if you need better features, so donit feel like thisis a
one-time decision. As your site grows and changes, youtll be able to work your way up through
the price plans.

On the whole, for a new site, the cheapest plan is normally fine. For example, Wixis $13 per
month Combo plan gives you all the basics you could need, and Squarespacefs $12 per month
Personal plan comes packed with features.

One exception is Weebly g we always recommend its $12 per month Pro plan instead of its $5
per month Connect plan. Thatis because itfs the cheapest plan that actually removes adverts
from your site, and unlocks phone support, which we think is important for beginners.

Just so you know, we have some useful reviews of popular website builders and their price
plans, including:

e \Wix Pricing Review
e Sqguarespace Pricing Review
e \Weebly Pricing Review

You can browse these articles if you want more information about these buildersi plans, and
what you get for your money. If youive already decided, read on for a heads up on things to look
out for when signingup }

Things to Watch For

There are just a couple of things to know when youire comparing website builder plans.

1. Billing period of advertised prices

Prices are usually displayed as cost per month, but billed annually. This is a bit sneaky, and can
be pretty confusing. To use an example, it means that Wixfs Combo plan costs $13 per month
when billed annually g so you would actually be paying $156 upfront for the whole year.

This can be a bit of a shock at the checkout, which is why wefre explaining it now. You can
choose a month-by-month contract, but this tends to work out more expensive g the Wix
Combo plan, for example, would cost $17 per month g and you sometimes miss out on
features included with annual plans.

Our advice is to always pay close attention to the checkout process and make sure youtre
happy with everything before continuing.

2. Auto-Renewal

Many website builders will set your plan to auto-renew, and this can cause some rather angry
reviews from customers who didnft actually want to renew their plan.

If you donfit want to renew your plan, simply make sure to turn off auto-renew in your settings.
The builderfs help and support team will be able to advise you on this if it isnft clear.
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https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/go/wix-upgradeleadmagnet
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/go/wix-upgradeleadmagnet
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/go/squarespace-pricingleadmagnet
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/go/squarespace-pricingleadmagnet
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/go/weebly-pricingleadmagnet
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/wix/wix-pricing/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/squarespace/squarespace-pricing/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/website-builders/weebly/pricing-pro-starter-plans/




